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713-661-6428 
www.eurocarwerk.com 

5103 Gulfton at S. Rice | M-F 8am-6pm Sat 9am-1pm | All major credit cards accepted 

 
PORSCHE PERFORMANCE 

MERCEDES BMW 
 

 
 Full Mechanical Repair Facility 
 
 Brake, A/C and Diagnostic Specialists 
 
 Complete Paint/Body and Restoration 
 
 High Performance Tuning, Suspension and Turbo Work 
 
 Factory Required Scheduled, Inspection and Flex Services  
 
 

We work with extended warranties and insurance companies. 
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Every year in June, on the same weekend that LSRPCA 
holds its June DE at Texas World Speedway, the Blue-
bonnet Street Rod Car Club holds an event in College 
Station as well. Just like the Porsche Club folks, many of 
the hot rod crowd stays at the Manor House Inn. So each 
June, instead of a parking 
lot full of Porsches only, we 
have a lot split half and half 
between Porsches and Hot 
Rods. If you are a car lover 
(which you must be to be 
reading this), it is quite a 
sight to see. 

The parking lot of the  
Manor House has for years 
been a gathering spot for 
DE participants to hang out 
and chat with friends each 
evening. Many of us stay 
there just for that reason. The hot rod crowd seems to 
have exactly the same view, and so on those hot June 
evenings, we have two crowds, race track oriented 
Porsche owners, and chrome and polish loving  
American Hot Rod aficionados. 

Watching the “action” in the parking lot, the differ-
ences in the cultures are striking. These are two 
groups that really have only the love of cars in common. 
But for those from either group who take the effort to 
strike up a conversation with the other, that love of the 
automobile breaks down the barriers in a hurry. Each time 
I strike up a conversation with the hot rod crowd, I walk 
away with new knowledge, and an appreciation for the 
passion that the hot rod lovers have for their pastime. I 
can only hope that they get some of that same apprecia-
tion for what we do at our driving events. 

Our PCA region, LSR, has sub-cultures as well that are  
to some extent defined by the activities we offer. There’s 
the Concours crowd, the driving tour people, PDS partici-
pants, DE students and instructors, racers, coffee and  
cars attendees, and the social event crowd. Many folks 
stick to just one activity or group, some seem to show up 
everywhere. 

If you are one of those who is only seen at a particular 
type of event, maybe it’s time to break out of the mold a 
bit? It costs nothing to come out to a concours, look at the 

beautiful cars, find out about concours 
competition, and meet some new 
friends. If you’re a concours or tours 
regular, come on out to a DE and pay 
a visit. You can drive your beautiful 
car on the parade laps, and take in the 
world of track-ready cars and drivers. 
The sights and sound of race-prepped 
Porsches roaring down the front 

straight at 130 is 
something to be-
hold. If that isn’t 
enough, look 
around at the  
enthusiasm and 
smiles that you 
will see on the 
faces of the stu-
dents and instruc-
tors. Better yet, 
sign up and drive. 

Maybe the best place of all to meet Porsche people of all 
types is at the social events. We have regular Coffee and 
Car events on most weekends that are organized by Walt 
Doyle (gtg@larpca). Pam Fitzgerald (activities@lsrpca) 
organizes monthly Formula 1 dinners where we almost 
never talk about F1. And Pam runs a happy hour on the 
third Thursday of each month. 

Come out and meet the “other” part of the club, the  
people you don’t usually see. Just like the Hot Rod folks, 
they may be a bit different from your crowd. But they are 
every bit as interesting and passionate about what they 
love in the Porsche world as you are.  

Every Year in June 
By Mike Globe 
Lone Star Region Vice President  
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3 
4-9 

7 
8-11 

10 
15 

16-18 
17 
17 
17 
24 

City-Wide Coffee and Cars - Vintage Park 
November Ozark Tour and Registration Form 
Board Meeting at the Houstonian 
PCA Escape in Eureka Springs, Arkansas  
PCar Get-together (S) - 8:30 am at Dunn Brothers Coffee in Friendswood 
Third Thursday Social 
US Grand Prix Weekend in Austin  
LSR Performance Driving School (PDS)  
PCar Get-together (NW) - 9 am at Starbucks at 290 and Spring/Cypress 
Car Get-together  (M) - 8:30 am at Starbucks Uptown Park 
PCar Get-together  (N) - 8:30 am Starbucks in Market street by the Woodlands Mall 

November 2012 

October 2012 

3 
4-6 

6 
6 

13 
13 
18 
20 
20 

20-21 
27-28 

27 

Board Meeting at the Houstonian 
Grand Prix of Houston (possibly with Porsche Corral) 
City-Wide Coffee and Cars - Vintage Park 
LSR Performance Driving School (PDS)  
Rides and Rolex LSR Concours at the Houston Gold Exchange 
PCar Get-together (S) - 8:30 am at Dunn Brothers Coffee in Friendswood 
Third Thursday Social 
PCar Get-together (NW) - 9 am at Starbucks at 290 and Spring/Cypress 
Car Get-together (M) - 8:30 am at Starbucks Uptown Park 
October Ozark Tour and Registration Form  
DE at TWS sponsored by Hill Country Region 
PCar Get-together (N) - 8:30 am Starbucks in Market street by the Woodlands Mall 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  
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September 2012 Board Minutes 
 
Date: September 12, 2012 
Place: Houstonian Fitness Center 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
 

Present: 
Mike Globe, Vice-President 
Cynthia Crawford, Secretary 
Lynn Friedman, Past President 
William Wong, Membership Chair 
Sylvia Lanz, Concours Chair (outgoing) 
Steve Bukoski, PDS Chair 
Pam Fitzgerald, Activities Chair  
Ron Baklarz, Tour Chair 
Anne Retzler, Charity Chair 
Jim Heimer, Web Master 
Burnell Curtis, Tech Adviser 
 

Edwin Cannon 
Larry Friedman 
Marcos Hoffman 
Eric Serrell 
Michelle Serrell 
 

Mike Globe called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Mike 
reported that Boxstoberfest was very successful. It was 
well organized, safe and everyone had a great time. Mike 
also reported that the Porsche Cars North America 
(PCNA) World Roadshow is coming to MSR Houston 
October 5-7. Participation is by invitation.  

Sylvia Lanz announced that she is stepping down as  
Concours Chair due to job responsibilities. She is leaving 
the Concours in good hands, with the committee of Walt 
Doyle, Edwin and Dee Cannon, and Eric and Michelle 
Serrell. Sylvia nominated Walt Doyle to be the new  
Concours Chair, Mike Globe seconded and all voted in 
favor. The Board thanked Sylvia for her years of dedica-
tion to the Club and the Concours program. Eric, Michelle 
and Edwin discussed the new Concours sponsor program. 
The next Concours is scheduled for October 13 at the 
Houston Gold Exchange, 12513 Westheimer. Registration 
will be through ClubRegistration.net. The first Concours 
of 2013 is planned for the Kemah Boardwalk. 

Steve Bukoski reported that the next Performance Driving 
School is on October 6 at the Houston Police Academy, 
1700 Aldine Westfield. He needs additional instructors 
for the event.  

LSRPCA Board Minutes 
Cynthia Crawford, Secretary 

Pam Fitzgerald reported that the July 21 and September 1 
F1 dinners were well attended and enjoyed by all. She 
discussed holding an event at Jeannine’s Bistro, 106 
Westheimer Road, on a Sunday when the restaurant is 
normally closed. The event would feature heavy hors 
d’oeuvres and the anticipated cost would be between  
$15 - $20 per person. Possible dates that do not conflict 
with other Club events and upcoming holidays were  
discussed. In order to reserve a date, Pam will need to 
commit to a minimum of $750. Cynthia Crawford moved 
to authorize Pam to commit up to $750, Mike Globe  
seconded and all approved. Pam will follow up with the 
restaurant and report back on date options. 

William Wong reported that the Club membership stood 
at 1257 primary and 2071 total members. 

Jim Heimer reported that Momentum Porsche is hosting 
a Coffee & Cars on Saturday, September 15.  

Anne Retzler reported that the next charity drive is  
to Stingaree Restaurant on the Bolivar Peninsula on  
September 23. Anne showed a t-shirt designed by Jim 
Heimer for the event which can be purchased for $20. 
Anne further reported on a request she received from a 
Club member to raise funds for a charity supported by 
that member. The Board suggested the member submit a 
charity event proposal for consideration. Additionally, 
Anne relayed a request from Sister Sara of Magnificat 
House to make an appearance at a Board meeting in  
order to thank the Club for supporting Magnificat House 
and to provide information about their programs. There 
was general agreement and Anne will extend an invita-
tion to Sister Sara.  

Ron reported that the Porsches and Pianos Tour to Round 
Top was very successful. The next tour is to Natchez, 
Mississippi on October 5-7. The group will visit antebel-
lum homes, tour the Vicksburg National Military Park 
and Museum, and stay at the Natchez Eola Guest House. 
The final tour of the year will be the El Camino Real de 
los Porsche on November 24-25. The group will explore 
Texas history including tours of Goliad, Coleto Creek 
and Spanish missions.  

Lynn Friedman read a note to the Club from the family 
of John Denninger who passed away a year ago express-
ing their appreciation of the Club’s support. 

Ron Baklarz moved to adjourn, Lynn Friedman second-
ed, all agreed and the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
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Membership: August 
William Wong, Membership Welcome! 

For those of you who are new to the Porsche 
Club, the Lone Star Region would like to wel-
come you! Reasons for joining the club are 
many, but rest assured you’re not alone in your 
endeavor as the owner of one of, if not the best 
high performance automobile available today!  
If your ambition is to become one with your car, 
testing your driving abilities and your car’s han-
dling characteristics then our Drivers Education 
(DE) or Autocross events are just for you. If you 
prefer a more relaxed atmosphere, our concours 
events are held at various venues around the 
Houston area. If wearing a helmet isn’t your cup 
of tea and you’ve decided that washing and wax-
ing is best left to the detailer, then you’re sure to 
find that participating in one of our “Drive-n-
Eat” socials is just for you!   
 

New August 2012 Members 
 

Jonathan H. & Kelly 
         Boultinghouse   1987 911 
Steve Brown   2006 911 C4S 
Adam A. Bush   2001 Boxster 
Dustin R. Cook   2013 Boxster 
Ronald G. Ellwood   2005 911 
Larry Gomez   2012 Cayman R 
Ronald J. & Kathy Hankamer  1960 356B T5 
John A. Hohman   2012 911 
James E. Johnson   2006 Boxster S 
Brian T. Kluczynski  1999 Boxster 
Jacob Merukh   2012 Boxster 
Ray W. Mettetal III   2005 911 S 
Lisa A. Natland   2013 Boxster S 
Aaron K. Oliver   2002 911 
Nishil Patel & Karan Sra  1997 911 C4S 
Tom & Lea Radom   1995 993 
Michael Samadi   2009 911 S 
Juan D. & Vanessa Sola  1998 993 
James T. & Nick Strehl  2011              911 GT3RS 
Jacalyn S. Strong   2012 911 turbo 
Harold W. & Cynthia Tilford  2002 Boxster 
 

August Transfer-in 
Alejandro M. Elizondo &  
        Ela Fdz. de Elizondo   2003 911 turbo 
William S. & William S. Jr. Nelson  2007 911S 
Anthony P. Vandertol & Florence Koong 2013 Boxster 
 

Membership: September 
 

New September 2012 Members 
 

Manuel & Kelly Alvarez  2012 911S 
Corey Barrett   1970 911E 
Doug Crandall   2004 911 
Julia M. Doke   2006 911S 
Mauricio Ducoing &  
         Eric Villasenor  1979               930 turbo 
Adrian L. Gentry   2006 Boxster 
Ghassan Haddad   2013 911 turboS 
John W. Horne & Sara Hart  2013 911 
Chad & Jennifer Matter  2004 911 C4S 
David A. McMahon &  
         Edgar  Williford  1991 944S2 

Ronald C. & Kimberley Pearson  2012 911S 
Susan Schultz   2007 Boxster S 
Travis Stratton   2006 Cayenne 
 
September Transfer-in 
Thomas Chen   2004 911 C4S 
Sean Coffey   2005 911 
James L. Collins   2005 Boxster S 
Mauricio Garcia   1972 911T 
Bob Rapfogel   2005 Boxster S 
Kashay N. Schmidt & George Mendes 2007 911 
Charles & Mary Soderstrom  2005 Cayenne 
John D. Tessman   2010 911 Turbo 
Jose M. Velasco   2006 911 C4S 
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 Koby Motors 

“Porsche Service Specialist for over 20 years” 
Now servicing all makes of domestic and imports 

 

8623 Windswept  Houston, TX 77063 
 

Shop 713-784-8937 / 713-784-0572 fax 
 

kobymotors@swbell.net 
 

4-wheel alignment any make and model 
 
 
 

356-914-911-Carrera-C2C4-993-996-Boxster-928-944 
 

“If it’s Porsche, we Service it” 
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From the Fast Lane: 
By Mark Weisser, PorscheNaut Editor 

I look out and see that it’s fall again. The temperatures 
are dropping (finally!) and the days are getting shorter. 
And you probably know what that means. 

It’s top down time! Yes! And for those of you who can’t 
do that, you can get to enjoy driving with the windows 
down. It’s my favorite time of year. It’s time for reflec-
tion, for some hunting, perhaps. Shooting some clay  
targets or perhaps real birds. Football is on for you sports 
fans. And it’s time to wrap up the Fomula 1 season (and 
an interesting season it has been, eh?). 

This is a really great time to take a look at your Lone 
Star Region calendar. It’s handy – right in your hands, in 
fact. It’s on the web, too. You can see there are lots of 
great things to do with our club. Get together over coffee 
at several places around town. It’s a great way to  meet 
some new people. 

There is a concours event and if you haven’t gone to one, 
take some time and go. To compete all you need to do is 
wash your car. Maybe wash it a tad better than usual, but 
that’s about it. Come on down and see what it’s all about. 
Even if you just stop on by you will see some nice cars 
and meet some new folks. 

There are F1 dinners which are mostly a reason to meet 
and talk about things we all have in common. Our cars 
for one, and then I find that as conversations wander our 
interests as LSR members are like minded on many other 
topics. So if you haven’t gone to one, consider it. After 
all, you are going to eat dinner somewhere, right? 

And there is a DE as well. It’s a great chance to see what 
driving is really all about. And if you don’t participate 
this time, take a drive out to Texas World Speedway in 
College Station and take a look for yourself. I recom-
mend getting there by at least 11:00 so you can relax a 
bit, walk around, and drive on the parade laps. Parade 
laps are at noon and you can drive your own car (even if 
it’s not a Porsche) on the track for a few laps. Granted, 
it’s not at a fast pace, but you can get a sense of what it 
might be like. 

We have some great articles for you this time. And  
a great big thank you to the contributing writers and  
photographers! I can’t do it without you. 

So, at the risk of repeating myself, go see and do some 
events with us this fall. And write about them. And send 
them to me (with photos, please!). Also, even if you 
have something you would like to share with other LSR 
members, send it on in. Whether it’s driving tips, how to 
articles, technical pieces – I will consider all of them. 
And you likely know someone who would like to have 
something they have written published, right? Send them 
to me. 

Okay – it’s that time again. I must run. The top needs to 
go down and I will see you in the fast lane… 

- Mark  

The PorscheNaut  
Needs Your : 
Event or Drive Photos 
Articles 
Porsche Stories 
Old Car photos… 

 
...or anything else you have for publication ! 
Just submit what you have to:  pnaut@lsrpca.com 
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On or Off the Track Manor Inn College Station is the Home of Racing Enthusiasts 

Please call to get special group rate 
 979/764-9540  1-800-231-4100 

2504 Texas Ave. South, College Station, Texas 77840 
Visit us at www.manorhouseinn.com 

Manor Inn College Station is proud to be a host hotel  
for the Lone Star Region of the Porsche Club of America  

and Texas World Speedway 

 High Speed Internet Access 
 Swimming Pool 
 Health Club Available 
 In Room Refrigerator and  
         Microwave 
 All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
 

 Newly Remodeled Rooms Available 
 Close to TWS 
 Complimentary Extended  
         Continental Breakfast 
 Free Local Phone Calls  
 Free Full Cable TV with HBO 
 

 

Victorymotorcars Consignments 
 We don’t just inventory Porsches 
 With over 35 years in the industry, Robert Neal is the leading air-cooled Porsche authority in 
the world. He is known as an expert in the market, having spent 10 consecutive years as Porsche’s 
number 1 Salesman; maintaining a successful career with Porsche products; and acts now as  
President and co-owner of Victorymotorcars, Inc. This company was founded on the passion of  
an amazing Porsche product line and the dream of a Porsche in every driveway… and we haven’t 
given up.  
 The world and the market is changing, and that’s what inevitably happens in time. People’s 
lives change; their needs change, and so do their cars. We aim to take the hassle out of selling your 
Porsche for you and deliver maximum return by restoring quality, showcasing your Porsche’s 
character and offering top-quality customer service to prospective buyers.  
 Victorymotorcars is famous for our detail work. Our service facility performs inspections,  
repairs and maintenance.  We clean and can reupholster the interiors and revamp the exterior  
from removing simple door dings to complete factory color restorations. Our team of seasoned 
professionals is some of the best in the industry. Our services cater to your needs and exceed your 
best expectations.  
 Victorymotorcars has a world-wide presence in the pre-owned Porsche market. The exposure 
received by international markets increases the number of potential buyers. Above all, our  
established Porsche-centric business believes in SERVICE, INTEGRITY and TRUST. At its  
core foundation, these principles drive true success in any business. Come let the Porsche experts 
work for you! 
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We have come a long way from the 17th century 
French aristocracy parading horse-drawn carriages  
in Paris for all to enjoy. However, the passion for a  
Concours d’ Elegance is never lost among the enthusi-
ast or weekend-hobbyist.  

In early June, the Lone Star Region of Porsche Club of 
America revived the Concours Planning Committee 
with a heightened sense of focused enthusiasm. A date 
and location has been established for 2012.  

Houston Gold Exchange, located at 12513 Westheimer 
Road, Houston, TX 77077 has graciously committed  
to become the staging ground for what will be the only 
PCA officially-judged and best Porsche Car Show of 
the Greater Houston Area. With some incredible spon-
sors identified, exciting giveaways chosen and over 
1,000 members in the region, this is sure to be an event 
to remember.  

Whether you own a collector, daily driver, or work- 
in-progress Porsche, October 13th 2012 will be the  
first and only local PCA official opportunity of 2012  
to compete for and witness some family-friendly  
bragging rights. 

The Lone Star Region website states, “LSR Concours 
program is based on the practical reality that most  
of us have many other priorities, limited time and  
may well use our Porsches as daily drivers. While  
you may find a couple of cars that have been given  
the ‘white glove and toothbrush’ treatment, the odds 
are that most of the cars shown locally are prepared  
in a few hours and generally driven to the event prior 
to a final cleanup.” 

More than a judging contest in beauty of the many  
different Porsche models you will see, this event  
encourages the child-like spirit in all of us to attend.  
I have seen extremely rare and breathtaking models 
and met some remarkable individuals through my  
connection with PCA. They have said it best, “It’s not 
just the cars, it’s the people.” I plan to bring my family 
to participate in the activities and gathering of not just 

amazing vehicles, but people as well. Will you bring 
yours?  

Additional event details can be found on the  
Lone Star Region’s Facebook group or website:  
http://www.lsrpca.com/concours.htm  

 

Rides and Rolexes: 
A 2012 Concours Date is Set 

By Shawn M. Galloway 

MEMBER Profile 

Shawn and his family live in Spring Texas. 
As a professional keynote speaker, author 
and international consultant he spends most 
days, unfortunately, not driving a Porsche. 
When home he focuses his attention on his 
wife and amazing three daughters. When 
they let him, he tries to afford some addition-
al quality time with his 1986 928S or 2011 
997.2S Cabriolet.  

Shawn M. Galloway 



13 



14 

Since the details of the new 911 model – the “991” – began 
trickling out in the past months, there has been a significant 
outcry focusing on what Porsche is daring to do to their 
iconic vehicle. It’s just too large and heavy; it has “electric 
steering”; there’s too many electronic controls; and what 
about the PDK?!? I love my 911S and must confess that 
these same thoughts crossed my mind. 

In the interest of providing y’all with answers to these 
questions, Jeri and I recently completed a grueling two 
week test of Porsche’s new flagship. (In the interest of full 
disclosure, this rigorous trial was cleverly disguised as a 
Fast Lane Travel vacation.) Our ordeal took us over the 
German countryside on no speed limit autobahns, up and 
down Austrian alpine passes on sometimes wet or snowy 
switchbacks, over narrow and winding Tuscan country 

roads, through medieval 
towns on very tight 
streets and across the 
countryside at speed – 
until we would encounter 
a herd of cattle. As I’ll 
detail below, our conclu-
sion is that this car – 
with a PDK – is indeed  
a worthy successor to  
the 911. 

For our trip – I mean test – we were provided with a  
simple Avis rental car: a 911S cab with the above men-
tioned PDK tranny and about 15,000 km or 9,200 miles  
on the odo. Its features included the nav package (easy to 
understand and very useful when we had to find our way 
back through Tuscany one afternoon), standard seats with 
ventilation and heating, sport chrono plus, sport exhaust 
and probably a few other options that we simply weren’t 
aware of. As near as I could figure, this is about a $120-
125k car (note to self: go buy a lotto ticket).  

Your tester’s background includes immersion into our DE 
program for the past seven years starting with my ’01 Cab, 
through an ’06 coupe and now in a ’10 GT3. I’m a fairly 
decent driver, but not nearly at the skill level of many of 
the gear heads who are also regulars. Despite recurring 
advice to modify my car for more specialized track duty 
(e.g. I run on street tires, not racing slicks), I am quite  
content with driving my car up to TWS, becoming Speed 
Racer for the weekend and driving it back home for more 
daily driving duty. Enough about me; what about the car? 

I found the 991S to be a real joy to drive – powerful and 
fun though without the feeling of brute strength (nor the 
harsh ride) of my GT3. On the autobahn, it was fast and  

 

Testing summer tires on a Tyrolean Alpine pass.  In the spirit of aestectics over 
safety, the Austrians use these clever “safety rocks” instead of guardrails. 

Not a typical day at the Jenbach, Austria train Station. 

Showing the LSR flag in Tuscany. 
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(continued on next page) 

stable at speeds up to at least 150mph. Note that we drove 
these highways with the top down. There was no front end 
lightness as we experienced with a ’07 997 on a previous 
trip (Fact: it’s unsettling to have the steering wheel go limp 
at very high speed). The brakes – well we are talking about 
a Porsche with the upgraded, red brakes – were perfect.  
No fade with good feel at high and low speeds. While my 
GT3 has about a 15% advantage over this car in power to 
weight ratio, the 997S had plenty of umph to get us up to 
autobahn speeds or pull out of a hairpin. I guess that 400hp 
will do that for ya. 

On both twisty Tuscan roads in warm weather and rainy/
snowy alpine switchbacks, the car handled like a dream. 
The turn in was very quick and responsive and the wheel 
provided plenty of feedback when we pushed and subse-
quently over-steered on consecutive hairpins in a low 
gear and heavier rain (I then turned the PSM back on). 
Note that we did all this driving on Pirelli P-Zero sum-
mer tires, a fact that caused a bit of concern when the 
rain turned to snow. On the factory tour, we learned that 
the “electric steering” was merely the replacement of the 
hydraulic power system with an electric one to reduce 
the hydraulic pumps constant parasitic load. There’s still 
a firm, direct connection to the front wheels. 

We found the new car was very comfortable to drive and 
in which to take long trips – some of our driving segments 
lasted about six hours. The trunk seems noticeably larger 
as I could lay my overnight bag down in it flat leaving 
plenty of room for souvenirs. The integral cockpit air  
deflector deployed at the touch of a button and made con-
versation possible at well over 100mph. If you do order  
a new Porsche for use in Houston, I highly recommend 
getting the ventilated front seats as they make a tremen-
dous difference in warm temps. 

As I’ve noted, our car – like all the others on the trip and 
70% of the cars now being shipped out of Stuttgart – was 
equipped with Porsche’s PDK transmission. We first ex-
perienced this unit on our last tour in 2009 when PDK was 
first introduced. While I love the snic-snic feel of my GT3 

shifter, we were once 
again amazed at this 
innovation. In the auto-
matic/sport mode, the 
PDK did a great job of 
gear selection to the 
point that it seemed like 
a mind reader. If one 
needs a bit more torque, 
simply pull back on the 
steering wheel mounted 

By Greg Platt 

Traffic on the road to Innsbruck. 

Testing the width of the 991 in Montalcino. 

Blind corners seem to be the norm in this part of the world, but the 991 remained 
glued to the road. 
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buttons until the tach gets to where you need it to be.  
The unit would then upshift back to auto mode after a 
minute or so. If curvy roads called for more advanced 
thinking, just flip the handle to the side and the PDK’s 
manual mode would keep the gear you’ve selected up  
to the redline. 

This is no slush box. The engine sees the same thing out 
the back (or in the 911’s case, front) with a PDK as with 
a straight manual: a direct linkage to the rear wheels. It 

shifts much faster and smoother that you 
could ever do and prevents an engine  
destroying money shift. All that and it can 
do all the thinking by itself if you desire. 
For those who claim that driving a car with 
all this tranny technology and without a 
third pedal is somehow beneath what a true 
driver would do, I have just one thought: 
Don’t say a word if your car has a synchro-
nized transmission. 

All in all, both Jeri and I love this car.  
I’m not saying that my GT3’s days are 
numbered, but I would certainly want one  
if we ever replaced our 996 cab. Now –  
off to buy that lotto ticket. 

As I mentioned above, we had the opportunity to drive 
the new 911 on one of Fast Lane Travel’s European  
driving vacations. This was the third FLT trip that Jeri 
and I have been on and I strongly recommend putting one 
on your bucket list. Run by partners Peter Sontag and 
Thomas Höferlin, Florida based FLT has been offering 
these trips for over 35 years and is endorsed by the PCA. 

As you can see on their website (http://fastlanetravel.com/), 
these trips usually involve being provided one Porsche per 
couple and being guided through various parts of Europe. 
We have stayed in places and seen breathtaking vistas that 
we would never have otherwise experienced. That and  
the driving has been simply unforgettable. For this article, 
I’ve included a very few of the thousands of pictures that 
we’ve taken. 

I can certainly understand if someone would see two down-
sides to these trips: the regimented schedule and the 
price. As Peter often says, the trips are organized like 
a para-military operation (though he can organize  
a custom trip around your schedule if you would  
prefer). This is necessary to insure that all 15 or so 
cars stay together and arrive at their destinations per 
his arrangements. When the Montepulciano police 
agree to let you drive through the pedestrian part of 
town and park in the main palazzi, it’s best to show 
up as planned. As for the price, note that these trips 
are pretty much all inclusive – car use, expensive 
gas, lodging, meals, even the beer at the Volksfest. 
Since we stay and eat at some of the finest venues in 
the world, we have never completed a trip and felt 
that we didn’t get our money’s worth. 

As with other PCA events, the truly enjoyable part has been 
to meet and visit with all the great folks from the US and 
other countries that go with us. As the saying goes, it’s not 
the cars, it’s the people. 

 

With all the 911s in town square, it’s the Panamera that draws a crowd. 

Exclusive parking in Montepulciano. 

(911 PDK FAQ continued from page 15) 
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Partner 
twestby@porterhedges.com 
t (713) 226-6615 
f (713) 226-6215 

Porter Hedges LLP 
1000 Main Street, 36th Floor 
Houston, Texas 77002 
www.porterhedges.com 

Timothy S. Westby, Ph.D. 

 

Let the expert Robert Neal 
sell your Porsche 

CONSIGN YOUR PORSCHE TODAY 
 

Take all the hassle out of preparing, lis ng and  
talking with prospec ve buyers. Victorymotorcars  
will fully detail and market your Porsche. Our internet 
presence spans the globe and increases the odds of 
finding your Porsche a new home.  

 

34 years in Houston and 
over 15,000 sa sfied clients 

 

ANY PORSCHE YEAR AND MODEL 
 
 

Please visit www.victorymotorcars.com 
for more details 

Contact us at (713)783-6555 or  
victorymotorcars@yahoo.com 
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LSR PCA  
High Speed Drivers Education 
 

LSR PCA— 
High Speed Drivers Education 

Our highly trained instructors will work with you one-on-one to instruct you car control, safely, on one of the 
country’s finest race tracks, Texas World Speedway. It’s just a bit south of College Station. 
 
Our focus on proper instruction in car control, vision and high speed driving has LSR’s program one of the best 
in the nation. So what’s stopping you from joining us in the best driving experience you’ve ever had!  
 
Each PCA member gets a discounted $265.00 entry fee and priority in the registration process. Registration 
opens one month prior to the event, promptly at noon. We usually sell out within three hours of opening of  
registration, so don’t hesitate to sign up! 
 
“How do I sign up?” 
DE event registration MUST be completed on-line at www.clubregistration.net. Additional detailed information 
can be found on-line at www.lsrpca.com/drivers_ed.htm. The Texas regions DE handbook can also be found on 
our website. 
 
“Will I learn to drive better?”  
Yes -- you will learn about vision, control, and situational awareness just for starters. As a beginning driver, your 
instructor will be there with you every time you are on the track. Not only that, but these skills are applicable, 
useful and valuable in everyday driving. So is there anything else that you want to know before joining us? 
 
“What do I do when I get there? I don’t know anyone there.” 
LSRPCA has instituted a mentor program just for you. Just let anyone you see know this is your first time there 
and they will help you find a mentor who will guide you around. They will help you find anything you need from 
loaner helmets, drinking water, air for your tires -- even the locations of the rest rooms. Our mentor program is 
designed to help you have the time of your life. How about one more reason to join us? 
 
You won’t need to worry about Officer Friendly and his radar gun when you are with us. 
 
SO COME DRIVE WITH US -- YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Photos provided by Cafe Photo - www.Cafe-Pics.com 

Come drive with us!  Come drive with us!  

2012 Dates:  
October 20 - 21 / December 1 - 2 
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(continued, see page 22) 

As usual, I arrive in Fredericksburg a few days early  
to pre-drive all the routes, tie up any lose ends, and  
generally chill out before everyone arrives. We had 237 
registered attendees this year – well over last year’s 
event, so I had to check on not just one, but three hotels 
which were going to house the guests during the event. 

Driving to Fredericksburg from Houston on Tuesday 
morning, I must have done something to irritate Helius – 
as it seemed he moved the sun closer to the earth and I 
watched the temperature gauge creep up into the triple 
digits (or was that the speedometer?). When I arrived in 
Fredericksburg, it was 103. I decided no more driving 
today so I just got a few errands done and checked into 
the Hangar Hotel. A fantastic boutique hotel, built to 
look like a WWII Pacific War barracks – but way much 
nicer on the inside.  

Wednesday and 
Thursday morn-
ings were spent 
pre-driving the 
routes. The 
roads were in 
perfect condi-
tion and ahead 
were fantastic 
days for driving. 
This must have 
pleased Hemera, 

who obviously spoke to Hesperides, and presented me 
with a wonderful sunset. The calmness of the evening and 
emptiness of the parking lot were soon to change. 

Friday afternoon the first of the 237 attendees began to 
arrive. Michael Ray and his lovely wife came all the  
way from North Carolina to attend in his brand new  
2013 Boxster. He commented, “I reached the break in 
point on the way down – can’t wait for redline tomor-
row!” Another long distance attendee, Lee Lichtenstien, 
came in from Illinois. Everyone descended on the Officers 
Club throughout the evening. They checked in and 
grabbed their registration welcome bags and t-shirts and 
then met up with old friends and went about meeting new 
ones. Then everyone went off for a good night’s sleep  
in preparation for the next day. 

Overnight, Selene brought us a beautiful moon to illumi-
nate all the fabulous Porsches in town. Eurus must have 
noticed, as he brought us glorious morning temperatures 
in the upper 60’s – something we haven’t seen in months. 
The cool winds kept up the rest of the day. High tempera-
tures stayed in the mid 80’s for the day – absolutely  
perfect driving weather! 

110 Porsches lined up on the Gillespie Country Airport 
tarmac – truly a wonderful sight to see – preparing for a 
fun day of driving. 

Boxstoberfest 2012 

Fredericksburg TX 
By Michael Shassere, Tourmeister 
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Compassion and a Commitment to Excellence.... 
For a Lifetime 

  

Dr. Waldrop is part of a 38-year tradition of Dental Excellence 

Lifetime Dental Care offers:  
 

*The NEW 2011 Executive Dental Program        
 *Dental Implants 

*Cerec Single-Visit Crown 
*State-of-the-art Equipment and Technology         

*Cosmetic Dentistry 
  *Convenient appointments before & after work, 

including Fridays and Saturdays! 

970 South Fry Road 
Katy, TX 77450 

(281) 579-2233  
www. lifetimedentalcaretx.com 

Come in today and meet Dr. Waldrop and the professionally trained, caring & courteous staff! 

FREE Exam & X-Rays or 
Complimentary Teeth Whitening 

  (New Patients) 
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After a brief drivers meeting, the four touring, scenic, 
and rally groups headed out into the Texas Hill Country 
for a day filled with exciting twisties and long stretches 
to really get a 
feel of what 
our cars are 
built to do. 

At mid-day 
the touring 
groups met 
up at the Bent 
Rim Grill in  
Leakey, and 
the rally and 
scenic groups 
met up at the Albert Ice House. Everyone enjoyed some 
fantastic TX BBQ and a rest before heading out for a 
full afternoon of driving. First time attendees were  
overwhelmed by the roads in the Hill Country – steep 
climbs, tight curves, disappearing roads, and every other 
challenge we enjoy so much in these cars. 

Late that afternoon everyone arrived back at the Hanger 
Hotel for a well deserved adult beverage or two. After 
winding down and cleaning off the day’s dust the group 
gathered in the Pacific Showroom for a wonderful  
buffet dinner. Mayor Hoover declared Main street as 
“Boxster Boulevard” for the weekend, and we had a 
nice presentation by Jack Griffin on his race career.  
The gimmick route winners were presented a trophy for 
most accurate. The official mileage was 127.3 miles. 
Randall and Susan Klein completed the course in 134.5 
miles, and captured the “Most Accurate” trophy. Meg 
and Hayward Moore, first time attendees, captured the  

coveted “Most 
Lost” trophy,  
coming in at 195 
miles. Just to be 
fair, your Tour-
meister pre-drove 
the course, and 
completed it in  
219 miles.   

After dinner, a  
few die hards re-
tired back to the 
Officers Club for 
more comradery, 
or just retired! 

 

A special thanks to co-hosts Steve Boyd and Ted  
Pietrzak, drive leaders Ted Pietrzak, Matt Marcelissen, 
Jimmy Dunn, and Larry Kirkwood, Dinner host Sara 
Boyd, as well as Noel Adorno, Ed and Dee Cannon, 
Walt Doyle, Andy Kay, Jack Griffin, Bridgestone, 
North Houston, Momentum and Autobahn Porsche, 
Griots Garage, Cool Caps – and everyone else who 
helped put this little event together this year. 

See y’all next year – September 6-7-8, 2013, again in 
Fredericksburg TX.  

 

(Boxstoberfest 2012 continued from page 19) 
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3520 W. ALABAMA      HOUSTON, TX 77027 

713.626.9320 
You Don’t Have to Live in the Alps 

To Get Great Service from Swiss Garage. 

Come Visit our Service Facility 
and 

See How We Care For  
Your Fine European 

Automobile. 

SPECIALIZING IN GERMAN CARS & VOLVOS 

Swiss Garage 
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For just $100 per driver (lunch and event T-shirt included), this action packed school is your  
opportunity to learn car control skills that can be applied to any driving situation in any vehicle. 
 
You’ll safely learn the limits of your car (Porsche or otherwise) in a controlled environment with the guidance of 
experienced instructors. Add to your driving safety and enjoyment with significantly improved road skills. 

PERFORMANCE DRIVING SCHOOL  
 

No prior performance driving experience required. Those that do; you will have a blast! Guaranteed. 
Registration is now open at www.clubregistration.net Special rates for young drivers! 

 
Where: Houston Police Academy (near the IAH airport) 
Dates: Saturday, October 6 and November 17 
Time: Gates open 7:00 am until 4 :30 pm 
Who: For PCA members and non-members (different rates may apply). 
More info: lsrpca.com/pds.htm or Steve Bukoski: (832) 454-9411 / pds@lsrpca.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Sometimes in order to find your limits,  
you need to exceed them”  

 

European Auto Techniks 
Providing quality Porsche, BMW and Mercedes-Benz repair work since 1984 

Open 8am to 6pm, Monday thru Friday 

LSR Member George Bigham says: 

“Michael and his team 
do great work, and they 
make sure you know 
what’s going on with 
your car, every step of 
the way” 

 

 
European 

Auto 
Techniks 

 

I 
N 
T 
E 
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S 
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45 
 

N 

FM 1960 West 

Beltway North 

Spears Road ~ Rankin Road 

EAT Owner Michael Cawley says: 

“We promise to do a good job!” 

1200 Spears Road (at Rankin), Houston, TX 77067     281-873-5111 
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  CLASSIFIED ADS 
Ads limited to 125 words including contact information and one photo. Email addresses 
are considered one word. Please, no words or sentences in capitol letters, except for 
acronyms. Editor reserves the right to edit or reject any ads submitted and is not  
responsible for any errors or omissions. Submission date for ad copy and photos is the 
1st day of the month preceding month of publication. This space available free of charge 
to PCA members. Ads are automatically removed after six months. Non-PCA member  
Classified ads are $10. Email your ad to nauteditor@aol.com Don’t forget the Classi-
fieds on the LSR webpage lsrpca.com!! 

Set of Porsche OEM wheels and tires for sale: 
Factory installed wheels from my 2002 911. These are the 17 inch 10 
spoke wheels which were a factory option from 2002 on the 996 cars. Fit 
both 911 and Boxster. Wheels are 7.5 inch front and 9 inch rear, and are in 
very nice condition. The set includes the mounted and balanced Pirelli P-
Zero tires. Tires are in good shape and have 5/32 (front tires) and 4 to 5/32 
(rear tires) tread depth. The factory Porsche crest center caps are included 
(those alone are worth a bit!).  Asking $900 for the full set, but would 
welcome offers.  Located in the Memorial area, near west side of Houston 
near Bunker Hill Road. Contact Dave Baumgartner 713 240 0357 cell, 
or 713 296 3328 office.  DBaumgartner@Marathonoil.com 
                                                                                                             May 12 

1974 Porsche 911 GT-4R Race Car 
PCA and NASA Competition 
3.0 litre Porsche Engine – Minimum Race Time on the Engine 
6 Weber carbs; dual oil coolers; fuel cell; headers; 
2 sets of Fuchs wheels and tires; Bilstein coil over suspension 
Fully integrated roll cage; Recaro race seat; Cool Suit Reservoir 
Fiber Glass Fenders, Doors, Deck Lid, Bumpers and Hood 
Weighs 2162 lbs with Driver; Dyno’d 239 HP at the rear wheels 
Fabricated and built from scratch in 2009 by Eric Geores, Valkyrie                                
 Racing 
2011 Recent Top End Engine re-conditioned; New Track Alignment 
PCA and NASA Log Books 
Over $65 K invested; Retiring from racing – Interested in a quick sale 
24 foot Trailer also available.  All Negotiable 
Contact Bob Dunn: bdunn46@comcast.net or 281-299-8217              Aug 11 

Quick lift aluminum racing-style jack w/two steel jack stands.  All as 
new, $95.  FloatCharger battery maintainer, NOT a trickle charger 
$30.  Joe Foster at   hjf360@aol.com                                                     Oct 11 

Front bumper cover off 01 996.  $600.00   
Contact Tom Sanders 713 907-4921 (cell),  713 654-0261 (work), 
or thomas.sanders@ubs.com.                                                                Oct 11 

Agency Power Dual Exhaust Tip 
Part # AP-987-171, fits Porsche Boxster 2005-2008 and Porsche  
Cayman 2006-2008. Like new condition. $200. 
Contact: Norm Pursley purs95us@yahoo.com or 281-488-8214        Nov 11 

2004 Porsche 911 Cabriolet 
Beautiful car, really easy and fun to drive. Only 67,000 miles. Manual 
transmission. Sticks to the ground around the curves. All the scheduled 
maintenance followed and performed by Porsche dealer. Only two owners, 
no accidents etc.  
The car has been garaged day and night, and in addition to a spotless soft 
top a black hard top follows the car. Relocation back to Norway forces the 
sale. I am asking $35,000. It’s advertised in Autotrader in 77055 and there 
are more photos there.  
Contact me at bjorjaco@online.no or call me, Bjorn, at 832 638 3241 
                                                                                                       Nov 11 

Want to Buy: Set of 17 inch Boxster twist rims 
They can be scratched or have some curb rash and be generally ugly  
looking, but not bent or warped. Contact me with the amount you want for 
them:  randallneighbour@me.com, 832-474-7381.                              Feb 12 

DE Tires. Bridgestone Potenza RE960AS Pole Position: front 
pair 235/35R19; rear pair 295/30R19; fronts have 6 mm tread depth, rears 
4 mm.  Great traction in the wet and the soap at PDS.  Bob 
Brooks, 713/419-5152, bcarchrb@aol.com.  $200.                                Feb 12 

1976 Porsche 912 e 
Very rare.  Fuel Injected 4 cylindar. Body is clean and Garage kept. A few 
electrical problems. Though, engine runs great. Extra interior parts includ-
ed. Please. Serious offers only.Email RPOLLOCK1969@gmail.com or 
call 409-682-8323                                                                                 May 12 

3 Porsche Car Covers, 2 silver and 1 tan. Were used on 1987 944 Turbo 
and 1997 Carrera 2 (993). $50 each. Bob Saunders 281-574-9604. Ask for 
Lila.                                                                                                        May 12 



26 

10 Reasons Why You Should Bring Your  
European Automobile to Casari’s. 

 

Lifetime Warranty on Body & Frame Repairs 
Glasurit Original Paint System on Premises 

Convenient Location to Serve You 
5 Year Warranty on Complete Paint Work 

1 Year Warranty on Mechanical Work  
Laser Front & Rear 4-Wheel Alignments 

Computer Analyzer 
All OEM Replacement Parts 
Loaner Car by Appointment 

European Automobiles are Our Business! 

JORGE CASARI 
12470 WINDFERN RD 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 

281-469-3302 
 FAX  281-890-2637 

BMW MERCEDES PORSCHE 
When driving your daily driver or your weekend cruiser, 

Casari’s can keep it looking great and  running smoothly. 
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Lone Star Region-PCA 
PO Box 62996 
Houston, TX 77205 
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PORSCHE PERFORMANCE 

MERCEDES  BMW 
 
 Full Mechanical Repair Facility 
 Brake, A/C and Diagnostic Specialists 
 Complete Paint/Body and Restoration 
 High Performance Tuning, Suspension and Turbo Work 
 Factory Required Scheduled, Inspection and Flex Services  

We work with extended warranties and insurance companies. 

713-661-6428 
www.eurocarwerk.com 

5103 Gulfton at S. Rice | M-F 8am-6pm Sat 9am-1pm | All major credit cards accepted 

610 Loop 

Fournace 

S.
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e 

Galleria59 S 
Gulfton 

Bellaire 


